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with eight submarines, which, but for that delay, could have been.
in good time to intercept the enemy's retirement.

If my disappointment was great, Beatty's must have been
infinitely more so, and can best be expressed in the words of a
letter he wrote me a fortnight later.

" Princess Royal,

10/2/15.
My dear Roger,

. . . The disappointment of that day*is more than I
can bear to think of, everybody thinks it was a great success,
when in reality it was a terrible failure. I had made up my
mind that we were going to get four, the lot, and four we
ought to have got. There is no blinking it, we had them
beat, another half-hour would have done it, when the old
Lion was done. My feelings when * the merry hunt went
heedless sweeping by/ and then swept in the wrong
direction, was more than words can describe.

However, they are still there for another day. It was a
thousand pities you had not our submarines waiting for
them. I sympathise with you and your fine fellows in the
submarines for all their disappointments. What has gone
wrong ? I hear the damned torpedoes dive too deep. . . ,

Yours ever,

DAVID BEATTY. "

I have learnt from Beatty, Tyrwhitt and others, what was
occurring below the horizon, while my command was striving
to get athwart the track of the fleeing enemy, and the following
brief account is based on their evidence, and the British and
German Official Histories.

At 7.25 a*m. on 24th January, Beatty received the first intima-
tion of the presence of the enemy. Guns were heard and flashes
seen in the half light to the south-eastward of the Lion, followed
almost immediately by a signal from the light cruiser Aurora
(Captain Wilmot Nicholson) repeated three times : ** Am in
action with German Fleet."

Beatty at once turned to S.S.E, and the Lion (Captain A. E. M.
Chatfield*) and the four battle cruisers in company, worked up
to full speed. The Fkg Lieutenant asked Beatty what signals he
* Now First Sea Lord.